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Find out more by emailing view@thesmithfamily.com.au. 
You can also visit our website or phone our team!

What is VIEW?
VIEW is a national women’s volunteer organisation  
supporting the education charity, The Smith Family. 
Connected through a common purpose, VIEW Club’s  
14,000 plus members:

•	 make lasting friendships, share ideas and knowledge  
and enjoy social activities;

•	 learn and develop new skills, while giving back to their 
communities; and 

•	 advocate for and support the educational outcomes  
of students experiencing disadvantage.
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VIEW is a national women’s organisation 
with more than 14,000 members in 
nearly 300 communities exclusively 
supporting the education charity 
The Smith Family. Members sponsor 
students, volunteer, fundraise and 
advocate to improve the life outcomes 
of Australian children and young people 
experiencing disadvantage.

As The Smith Family’s largest 
community sponsor of Learning for Life 
students, VIEW supports the educational 
outcomes of more than 1,730 children 
and young people.

Through its connection with The Smith 
Family, VIEW is proud to enable young 
Australians to create better futures for 
themselves.
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Front cover: Michael, Learning for 
Life Alumni, with Bev Wood (left) and 
Daphne Cuthbertson from West Coast 
VIEW Club (WA).

S andra, Lorraine and I are 
extremely proud of every VIEW 
Club. We are so excited to lead 

this wonderful organisation for the 
next two years, building on previous 
work to continue to see VIEW grow, 
strengthen and develop to ensure  
it remains the strong organisation  
it is today.

I would like to thank the 2022-23 
National Council and National 
Executive for their energy, 
commitment and devotion.  

On behalf of the National Executive, 
it is my pleasure to congratulate all 
VIEW members on a wonderful start 
to 2024. Currently VIEW collectively 
sponsors more than 1,730 students 
on the Learning for Life program – 
how amazing!

VIEW accomplished some 
significant achievements in this 
time, most notably:

•	 reaching and exceeding the 
target of 1,700 sponsored 
Learning for Life students.

•	 opening five VIEW Clubs and 
creating a pipeline of more 
prospective clubs throughout 
Australia.

•	 commencing the Governance 
and Leadership project which 
is one of the most important 
projects to secure VIEW’s future 
we have ever undertaken. 

In February, the VIEW National 
Leadership Team 2024-25 
(previously known as the National 
Council) met for a hybrid meeting in 
The Smith Family’s National Office.  
It was wonderful to bring together 
the 14 National Councillors to 
discuss VIEW, learn new skills, gain 
and share knowledge, connect 
more deeply with each other and 
learn more about the work of The 
Smith Family. 

As you may be aware, we have 
embarked on an ambitious project 
to review the location of and 
distance between VIEW Clubs 
across Australia to investigate 
ways to promote and grow VIEW 
within each geographic region. 
This will include exploring further 
collaboration with The Smith Family 
and connecting with other local 
organisations and businesses 
to gain a clearer understanding 

of our clubs and how to attract 
new members. We want to thank 
all VIEW members who have 
volunteered to assist with this 
project – it’s vitally important for  
the future of VIEW. If you wish to 
know more and are interested in 
joining a project team in your  
area, please contact: 
view@thesmithfamily.com.au.

I would also like to congratulate 
all the clubs who hosted events 
to celebrate International 
Women’s Day. With a theme of 
#InspireInclusion, it was great 
to see the VIEW spirit of fun and 
friendship shining through at the 
celebrations. Sandra, Lorraine and I 
thoroughly enjoyed attending many 
events and getting out to meet 
VIEW members. See pages 7-9 for 
VIEW IWD events.

Finally, thank you to all VIEW 
members for your commitment to 
VIEW and The Smith Family. Through 
your fundraising efforts and 
important advocacy work, together 
we are creating better futures for 
Australian children experiencing 
disadvantage. 
 
 
Elizabeth Birch 
National President 2024-25

L–R: Sandra Jankovskis, Elizabeth 
Birch (NP) and Lorraine Thomson.

2   VIEW MATTERS APRIL 2024   3

Our Vision
Women creating and leading  
a more inclusive society.
 

Our Mission
As a leading voice and valued support 
network for women, VIEW actively 
supports, raises awareness of, and 
participates in, the work of  
The Smith Family.

 
Our Values
Inclusive and welcoming
Diverse and respecting
Supportive and caring
Locally focused while nationally active
Collaborative and future looking
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SA 
8.9%

QLD 20.32%

VIEW’s sponsorships  
and contributions

Thank you to all VIEW members across Australia for everything 
you do to help Australian children experiencing disadvantage with 
their education. Your support means these students can have 
everything they need for the school year.

I n our most recent survey of 
families we support, nearly nine 
out of 10 respondents told us 

they are worried to some degree 
about being able to afford all the 
things their children will need for 
school in 2024. With the cost of food, 
petrol and household items rising, 
school essentials such as uniforms, 
books, a laptop and the internet 
are becoming increasingly hard for 
families to afford. 

In this economic climate, VIEW’s 
sponsorship of more than 1,730 
Learning for Life students is crucial 
– we are so grateful for this long-
term and valued partnership. With 
your incredible fundraising efforts, 
I am sure the next target of 1,800 
students is well within your reach.

The beginning of the year has been 
a busy time. It was my pleasure 
to meet VIEW’s National Executive 
2024-25 at their induction in 
January, and then to meet the 

wider VIEW National Leadership 
Team in February. Both occasions 
provided the opportunity to 
thank VIEW members for your 
amazing contributions in 2023, 
which included donating more 
than $250,000 towards our 
Digital Learning Essentials (DLE) 
program. Around half of our survey 
respondents said they think their 
children are likely to miss out on 
the digital devices needed for 
their schoolwork because they 
won’t be able to afford them. Your 
contributions towards the DLE 
program are so important.  
Please keep up the amazing 
fundraising work!

I also want to call out the collective 
power of VIEW’s 14,000-strong 
national voice. As champions of 
our belief that ‘education is one of 
the most powerful change agents’, 
VIEW members have such an 
important role to play in helping 
more Australians understand 
the importance of overcoming 
educational inequality caused by 
poverty. With the next National 	

	

School Reform Agreement between 
the Federal Government and the 
States and Territories due to be 
finalised this year, I know VIEW 
Clubs will join The Smith Family in 
urging our Education Ministers to 
put in place a system that gives 
all students the best chance to 
succeed at school.

I am also excited about the 
development work happening 
across VIEW to ensure the 
organisation can continue 
for many years to come. The 
important governance work, 
as well as the investigations 
underway to review the geographic 
boundaries of Areas, Zones and 
Clubs, are sure to uncover some 
amazing opportunities and 
recommendations. I can’t wait to 
hear updates on the progress you 
are making.  

Once again, thank you for being 
part of VIEW and for making our 
work possible. Your support is 
ensuring more young people can 
get the education support they 
need to unlock a better future for 
themselves. 

Doug Taylor 
Chief Executive Officer

Join VIEW’s online 
communities!

We’re on Facebook and Instagram! Join our online 
community of more than 2,000 fellow VIEW members 
to connect with like-minded women across Australia 
and stay up-to-date with VIEW news. Join the VIEW 
Clubs of Australia Facebook page or follow  
@viewclubs on Instagram. 

Message from
The Smith Family

VIEW Clubs continue to support 
the vital work of The Smith Family, 
providing an important source 
of volunteers, fundraising dollars 
and engagement opportunities  
in local communities. 

VIEW is proud to be The 
Smith Family’s largest 
community sponsor of 
Learning for Life students.

VIEW Clubs donated  

more than  
$1.5 million  
in FY2023 to The Smith 
Family’s programs for young 
people in need.

students on The Smith Family’s 
Learning for Life program

Sponsorship of 
The Smith Family’s 
program

VIEW Clubs sponsor

Contributions to The Smith Family 2023 calendar year 

280 
VIEW Clubs 
in communities

1,730

1,418 
School

275 
Senior School

37 
Tertiary
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97 149

327

668

456

29

4

Digital Learning Essentials $231,403

Joyspreader Gifts $197,504

Winter Appeal $56,762

Toy & Book Appeal $65,012

Christmas Appeal $69,258

NSW 
40.23%

ACT 
1.82%

WA 
4.51%

VIC 
23.71%

TAS 
0.52%

Donations 
by State/
Territory

as at March 2024
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Building a strong future for VIEW
Learn about 
the important 
development work 
we’re doing to secure  
a sustainable future 
for VIEW.

Who is involved?
The VIEW National Office team is 
driving the project with support 
from Maryanne Maher, VIEW 
National Manager and Leonie 
Green, The Smith Family’s General 
Manager, State and Territory 
Operations. The VIEW National 
Executive is taking a hands-on 
role engaging with VIEW members 
in local communities. Teams of 
6-8 VIEW members from different 
clubs will complete research and 
activities in their geographic areas.
 

What has  
happened so far?
The project has commenced 
in Perth and surrounding areas 
in Western Australia and in the 
Macarthur, Southern Highlands, 
Illawarra and Wollongong, and 
Lower Mid North Coast regions 
of New South Wales. With the 
aim of developing targeted 
recommendations, project  
teams are:

Western Australia

For more than 60 years, VIEW has 
been a special place for women for 
all ages and backgrounds to come 
together for fun and friendship, 
connected by the shared goal  
of supporting the work of The  
Smith Family. 

While VIEW continues to make 
a significant contribution to The 
Smith Family through volunteering, 
fundraising, sponsorships and 

advocacy work, like many volunteer 
organisations, membership is on 
the decline, and there is a shortage 
of leaders.

Recognising the importance of an 
active leadership group, in February 
2023 the VIEW National Council 
agreed on measures to secure a 
strong future for VIEW, including 
a review of the organisation’s 
geographic boundaries.

What is the Geographic Boundaries project?

The Geographical Boundaries 
project aims to strengthen the 
governance and leadership 
structure of VIEW to benefit all 
members. 

To achieve this, several key 
objectives have been agreed, 
including reviewing the location 

and distance between clubs 
to better understand VIEW’s 
geographic boundaries and 
ensure equity of workload, 
sustainability and attractiveness 
of leadership roles. The project 
will also explore ways to 
bolster members’ leadership 
skills by providing more 

learning opportunities and 
giving members a greater 
sense of agency. The project 
will also look at ways to grow 
awareness of VIEW within 
local communities through 
connections with local councils, 
other community organisations 
and local businesses. Two significant VIEW IWD events 

were held in Perth. West Coast 
VIEW Club hosted guests at the 
Currambine Bar and Bistro. The star 
of the afternoon was Michael, a 
Learning for Life graduate who spoke 
about his childhood growing up in a 
single parent household and being 
supported by The Smith Family 
through high school and university 
(see more on page 9). The 100 
guests at this event also heard from 

VIEW National President, Elizabeth 
Birch who presented the VIEW IWD 
speech, and Squadron Leader Sue 
Freeman, Royal Australian Airforce 
who talked about her drive to 
succeed as a fighter pilot in a  
male-dominated profession. 

First WAVE VIEW Club hosted their 
annual IWD event in the beautiful 
waterfront venue Marmion Angling 
& Aquatic Club with 120 VIEW women 
and their friends. 
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VIEW — Inspired Inclusion on IWD
It’s one of the most popular events on the VIEW calendar – find out 
how VIEW members celebrated International Women’s Day (IWD) this 
year! Due to the volume of VIEW events across Australia for IWD, it’s not 
possible to cover everything here. Check out photos on page 14 and visit 
our Facebook page for more coverage!

The Hon. Ayor Makur Chuot MLC with members.
Elizabeth Birch with members at  
First Wave VIEW Club IWD event.

West Coast VIEW Club IWD event

This year’s IWD  
theme was “Inspire 
Inclusion”. Across 
Australia VIEW members 
heard from a myriad of 
speakers while welcoming 
guests and other 
women’s groups to join 
in celebrating IWD and 
collectively forging a  
more inclusive world  
for women.

The Hon. Ayor Makur Chuot MLC 
Member for North Metropolitan 
region was the keynote speaker. 
Ms Chuot and her family came to 
Australia as refugees from South 
Sudan. Arriving with no English, Ms 
Chuot became an accountant, 
fashion model, interpreter, 
restaurant owner, mother of 
three and now Member of the WA 
Parliament. Captivating the room 
with her story, Ms Chuot was an 
inspiration to all. 

•	 researching historical and  
current VIEW data for their area,

•	 reviewing their area’s boundaries 
and distances between clubs,

•	 investigating ways to promote 
and grow VIEW in their area,

•	 reviewing collaboration with  
The Smith Family, and

•	 organising and facilitating  
meet and greet events.

 

Next steps
The project will roll-out in all VIEW 
areas nationwide throughout 2024, 
with recommendations reviewed by 
the National Leadership Team  
in 2025. 

Any members who would like to be 
part of their area’s project team 
can contact their National or Zone 
Councillor, Executive mentor or 
National Office on  
view@thesmithfamily.com.au. 

Stay tuned for further updates  
as the project continues to evolve.

New VIEW 
marketing 
collateral!
We are very excited to 
launch VIEW’s fresh new 
marketing collateral! Your 
VIEW Clubs are able to 
order brochures, posters 
and essence cards (via the 
Stock Order Form). Club 
banners have also been 
updated and templates can 
be requested from National 
Office (via Club Banner 
Request form). 



Michael  
Learning for Life student
The Smith Family came into 
Michael’s life when he was in late 
primary school and supported 
him through high school and now 
university. Michael grew up in a 
single parent household with his 
father who shielded him from the 
reality of the family’s financial 
position. It wasn’t until he 
received support from The Smith 
Family that Michael realised his 
situation.  
“I finally had a pair of shoes that 
fitted me properly and pants 
without holes. I hadn’t realised we 
were poor!” 

Michael is grateful for all the 
support he has received from 
The Smith Family. The Tertiary 
Scholarship has helped him 
to purchase textbooks and a 
laptop, as well as cover travel 
costs for exams, internet access 
and other essentials he has 
needed. Without this support, 
Michael says he could not 
have followed his passion to 
complete his Bachelor’s Degree 
in Computer Science. He is 
currently completing his Masters 
in Computer Science and working 
towards becoming a software 
engineer. 

South Australia

Victoria

New South Wales

Queensland
There were several IWD 
celebrations hosted by VIEW 
Clubs in and around Adelaide, 
including a wonderful breakfast 
presented by Victor Harbor 
VIEW Club and David Basham 

MP, Member for Finniss. The event 
combined IWD with the 2024 
Fleurieu Women’s Community 
Awards. SA Past Co-National 
Councillor Pauline Glover was the 
host for event with guest speaker 
Lainie Anderson.

Over 100 VIEW women from 17 clubs 
in the South East of Victoria came 
together at the Dandenong Club. 
Special guests included Anton 
Leschen, General Manager Victoria 
for The Smith Family and Susan 
Bower, a former nurse and television 
producer and writer who gave an 
inspiring account of her careers. 
Guests also heard from Danyal, 
a Learning for Life graduate who 
succeeded in reaching university 

thanks to support 
from The Smith 
Family. Danyal is now 
pursuing a degree in 
aeronautical science, 
maths and commerce. 
Members from 
Bairnsdale VIEW Club 
(right) also entertained 
guests singing songs 
celebrating women, including,  
“I am Woman.”

VIEW members across Queensland 
enjoyed various activities to mark 
the occasion, while also raising 
funds. Kenmore VIEW Club hosted 
a lovely event at Bellbowrie Tavern 
for members and friends, with lucky 
door prizes and raffles. Professor 
Halina Rubinsztein-Dunlop AO 
FAA (right) from the University of 
Queensland was a fabulous guest 

speaker, translating the 
complex world of laser 
micro manipulation 
into language and 
concepts all guests 
could understand! VIEW 
members Rosemary 
and Judy also shared 
their experiences in the 
world of work. 

Gloucester Evening VIEW 
Club hosted a morning 
tea for their members 
and the local community 
with Trudy Schultz, 2023 
Upper Hunter Woman 
of the Year, as guest 
speaker. Attendees 
enjoyed a delicious 
morning tea of slices, 

biscuits, pikelets and 
sandwiches all baked 

and prepared by VIEW 
members.

In the Central West, Bathurst 
VIEW Club (left) co-hosted an 

afternoon tea for community 
members, with Andrew Gee MP in 
attendance and Rachael Brooking, 

Several members also represented 
VIEW at the Adelaide International 
Women’s Day Breakfast supporting 
UN Women Australia. This is the 
largest event celebrating IWD in 
Australia and the largest annual 
women’s event in Adelaide. 
This year, 3,067 attendees were 
enthralled by Senator Penny Wong 
as MC, guest speaker Annabel 
Crabb and Senator Linda Burney.

Orange Citizen 
of the year as 
guest speaker. 
Organised jointly with 
VIVAbility of Bathurst, 
the event was a fantastic 
opportunity for VIEW to promote its 
work and connection with The Smith 
Family to a wider audience. 

Around 70 VIEW members in 
and around the Tamworth area 
came together at The Pub for 
an inspirational event hosted by 
Tamworth Evening VIEW Club. In 
addition to guest speaker, Lucy 
Gallagher, attendees also heard 
from Cindy Pearce, The Smith 
Family’s Programs Coordinator  
and Kimberley, a mother of two 
students sponsored through  
The Smith Family’s Learning  
for Life program. 

At the IWD 
event hosted by 

Harrington Evening 
VIEW Club, three 

inspirational young 
students from the local public 

school gave a presentation about 
the history of IWD and were put in 
the ‘hot seat’ answering questions 
about their role models and 
inspiring celebrities. 

Lennox Head Evening VIEW (above)
hosted its first ever IWD activity, 
a sold-out fundraising event at 
the Lennox Hotel! The committee 
organised two wonderful guest 
speakers, Luce Trease, Ballina Shire 
Young Citizen of the Year and Sarah 
Kennady, Momentum Collective, 
Domestic Violence Care Manager. 
The young women helped to create 
a wonderful atmosphere of positivity 
and possibility in the room.

The VIEW IWD Speech was presented by members of the VIEW 
National Leadership Team at events across the country. The 
speech referenced the much-loved Matilda’s, Australia’s national 
women’s soccer team, and joint Australian of the Year winner, 
Professor Georgina Long, as great examples of inspirational 
women making a difference. 

Inspire Inclusion 
— VIEW IWD Speech extract

“
”

“You don’t have to play for Australia or be an Australian of the 
Year. You, too, can use your voice to inspire inclusion … VIEW 
members have maintained a strong and powerful ‘Voice’ for over 
60 years through our many and varied resolutions… By raising 
awareness about women’s issues through advocacy, something 
as simple as meeting and speaking with your local MPs, increases 
VIEW’s voice in the community. By raising our voices, we insist on 
being heard, and when we inspire others to understand and value 
women’s inclusion, we forge a better world.”
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Member  
stories

Program case study: Saver Plus

Coleen’s childhood 
connection to  
The Smith Family 

Coleen is the President of 
Bundaberg VIEW Club in Central 
Queensland, which opened in 2022. 
Coleen has a rich history with VIEW 
and The Smith Family.

It was the 1950s, and Coleen was 
just five years old with two young 
siblings and more on the way. 
Her mother was caring for the 
family, while they were living with 
grandparents as they waited for 
housing. It was such a difficult time 
– then The Smith Family entered 
their lives.

“They gave us food hampers, 
clothing and financial assistance,” 
Coleen recalls. “We never felt ‘less-
than’; the caring people from The 
Smith Family made sure of that.”

Coleen never forgot that interaction, 
and decades later, The Smith Family 
re-entered her life. She’d moved 
to northern NSW with her husband 
Michael and was invited to visit her 

local VIEW Club. Someone 
there mentioned VIEW’s 
connection to The Smith 
Family. This sparked 
Coleen’s curiosity, 
and she learnt that 
The Smith Family 
was now focused 
on supporting 
the education 
of children 
living with 
disadvantage.

Coleen was 
delighted to learn 
that VIEW’s 14,000 
members around 
Australia share a 
common goal: to 
support the work of The 
Smith Family. “I joined that 
night and found my purpose,” 
says Coleen. “Children are our 
future. To support children on their 
education journey is paramount.”

In 2021, Coleen and Michael retired 
to Lowmead, a small, rural town 
in Queensland. With no local VIEW 
Club, Coleen, with help from an 
experienced member of the VIEW 
National Leadership Team, Jean 
Jennings, set to work to start one. 
Within six months Bundaberg VIEW 
Club was formed, with Coleen as 
President. The Club’s 45 members 
worked hard to make connections 
in their community and have now 
raised enough funds to sponsor 

four students on The Smith 
Family’s Learning for 

Life program. 

After a lifetime connected to The 
Smith Family, Coleen can’t think 
of a better way to give back. “The 
impact The Smith Family had on my 
life was huge,” Coleen says. 

“Helping children experience a 
positive and happy school life is so 
important. I didn’t have all the items 
I needed in my early years, so I try 
every day for this to be available to 
the children Bundaberg VIEW Club 
sponsors.”

Now Coleen is helping lay the 
groundwork for a new VIEW Club in 
another Queensland community. 
“Every child deserves the best 
education and the items and 
tools for them to grow, dream and 
prosper,” she says. “My heart is full 
re-living my Smith Family journey 
and the joy of VIEW.”

Saver Plus is a free financial education and matched savings program 
developed by ANZ and the Brotherhood of St Laurence. It is delivered in 
partnership with The Smith Family and Berry Street, with funding from 
ANZ and Department of Social Services. 
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*not their real names

Marie’s experience  
at Learning Club

“I love interacting with the children. 
It’s certainly not an onerous 
activity. The children can be a little 
challenging but overall, it is a very 
rewarding experience - hopefully 
for them, as well as me.

“A class begins with an 
Acknowledgement to Country, 
usually followed by reading to 
the younger ones or listening to 
the older children. Then we do an 
activity which could be learning 

games, depending on the age 
and level of learning. We finish 
with afternoon tea before they are 
collected by their caregivers. Each 
week is a little different. Claire, the 
facilitator, is amazing. She comes 
up with different activities to keep 
the children engaged. 

“Learning Club has given me a 
different perspective of learning 
with the children. It has introduced 
me to the type of children our VIEW 

Club is sponsoring and fundraising 
for – of course we don’t know 
which children we are involved 
with, but being part of Learning 
Club certainly makes it a much 
clearer picture.”

Visit thesmithfamily.com.au/ 
get-involved/volunteer for more 
information about volunteering 
opportunities.

Marie joined Tonsley VIEW Club 
(SA) in October 2021. After learning 
about The Smith Family’s Learning 
Clubs in 2022, Marie became 
a Learning Club volunteer in 
February 2023. Having enjoyed the 
opportunity so much, she’s signed 
up again in 2024! Read about why 
she loves her volunteering role.

How Saver Plus works 
 
Saver Plus rewards regular saving 
by participants and builds life-
long money-saving habits. At the 
start of the program, participants 
set a savings goal and complete 
financial education workshops to 
learn about saving money. 

Participants who save regularly for  
10 months can receive up to 
$500 extra from ANZ in their bank 
account. The money can be spent 
on education expenses such as 
books, laptops, uniforms and 
extracurricular activities like sports 
or music.

With life-long saving habits learnt 
during the program, 87 percent of 
participants continue to save for at 
least 3 – 7 years after completing 
the program. 

How Saver Plus helps 
 
Caring for a young child can 
be demanding, especially 
when taking on that role later 
in life. For Johanna*, raising her 
granddaughter Edie* posed 
physical and mental challenges 
and added financial strain.

Johanna joined the Saver Plus 
program to prepare for Edie’s 
start at school the following year. 
MoneyMinded workshops, part of 
Saver Plus, reminded her of  
money-saving skills she already 
knew. She also learnt new tips  
and tricks to help her save.

With Edie’s love for swimming, 
Johanna could use money she 
received from ANZ to enrol her in 
swimming lessons. 
 

How you can help  
as a VIEW member 
 
Tell people in your circle or 
community about Saver Plus and 
The Smith Family! If you have 
contacts working in schools or 
community organisations, or you 
know adult students, share this link 
with them: saverplus.org.au
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Your VIEW  
National  
Leadership Team

$24,187 raised in raffle!

Brisbane members  
buzzing!

Birthday celebrations!

Back to School gifts

Members of the VIEW National 
Leadership Team 2024-25 
(previously known as the VIEW 
National Council) came together at 
The Smith Family’s National Office 
in Sydney in February to kick off 
the year with two days of learning, 
sharing and connecting. National 
Councillors attended the informative 
sessions in person and online.

Congratulations to all the 
winners in last year’s VIEW 
Online Raffle – and thank 
you to VIEW members and 
friends who purchased 
tickets. A massive $24,187 

was raised! These funds 
were donated to The Smith 

The first meeting to organise 
a sub-committee for the 2025 
VIEW National Convention in 
Brisbane was held in March with 
members buzzing with excitement 

and sharing their local ideas for 
guest speakers, entertainment 
and themes! VIEW’s next National 
Convention will be held from  
5-7 September, 2025.

From first to 51st birthday parties! 
Congratulations to Cootamundra 
VIEW Club (NSW) on reaching 51 
years of supporting The Smith 
Family (right). And congratulations 
to Leopold VIEW (VIC) members 
who marked their club’s one-year 
anniversary (far right)! 

Jo and Gwen, members from 
Picton VIEW Club (NSW), visited 
Warragamba Public School in 
February to hand-deliver ‘back 
to school’ packs for students. 
Members have been donating and 
collecting essential school items for 
the packs over several months. The 
packs included stationery items, 
library bags and reading rugs.  
Well done everyone!

VIEW Patron welcomes Canberra members

The VIEW tradition of wrapping 
gifts for busy Christmas shoppers 
was once again a big fundraising 
success! More than $20,000 was 
donated to The Smith Family earlier 
this year, raised by hard-working 
VIEW gift-wrappers over the weeks 
leading up to Christmas.  

It was great to see photos from 
the NSW South Coast Berry to Eden 
(NSW), Gold Coast (QLD), Bendigo 
(VIC), Hobart (TAS), Richmond/
Windsor (NSW) and Sydney (NSW)!  
Thank you to all members who 
participated in Christmas wrapping 
in their local area!

Members from VIEW Clubs in 
Canberra and Surrounds were 
delighted to take part in the 
Government House Canberra 
Open Day in March. Her Excellency 
Mrs Linda Hurley is VIEW’s Patron, 
while His Excellency General the 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC 
(Retd) is Patron of The Smith 

Family. Nine VIEW members 
spent the day talking to 
visitors about VIEW and its 
connection to The Smith 
Family, and handing out 
VIEW collateral. Mrs Hurley 
also dropped by for a photo 
with the VIEW members!

Family to go towards crucial 
learning and support programs. 
Pam Booth, Yamba Evening 
VIEW Club member (left) was 
the lucky winner of the first prize, 
a return trip to London with 
Singapore Airlines!

Exploring a  
new club in WA

Around the clubs

Three interest meetings have been 
held in Busselton, Western Australia, 
to explore the potential of opening a 
VIEW Club in the area. If successful, 
the Busselton club will be the eighth 
VIEW Club in WA. Mary Deakin, WA 
Zone Councillor and Wendy Lewis, 
WA VIEW Development Team have 

been working hard with members 
from existing clubs in WA to attract 
women to the meetings, sharing 
information about VIEW’s history 
and activities. To open a new VIEW 
Club, 25 women need to commit to 
becoming financial members.  
Good luck!

Christmas wrapping

VIEW members in Sydney.



First Wave VIEW event, WA
Geelong VIEW Club members at  

Drysdale VIEW Club’s event, VIC.

Yamba VIEW members at Woolgoolga event, NSW

Sunbury Macedon 
Ranges VIEW 

event, VIC 

Kenmore VIEW event, QLD

Harrington Evening VIEW event, NSW

Concord West VIEW event, NSW

Tamworth Evening VIEW event, NSW

First Wave VIEW event, WA

VIEW IWD events!

Picton VIEW  
members, NSW

	 Wagga Wagga 
Evening VIEW event, NSW

Dandenong VIEW event, NSW

West Coast VIEW event, NSW
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Bum bag  				    $15
60th fan 				    $5
60th spectacle cleaner 	 	 $5
60th pin 				    $8
Pen 					     $8
Lapel pin 				    $2.50
Shoehorn 				    $5
Hairbrush 				    $7
Nail file 				    $5
Key ring 				    $10
Travel pack 				    $5
Beanie 				    $20

Not pictured but still available: 

Poncho 				    $10
Backpack 				    $5
Apron 				    $22

merchandise

All money raised from the sale of VIEW gifts helps children in need to succeed at school. 
To order any of these VIEW gifts, please email view@thesmithfamily.com.au




